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sumption nor wished it to be forgotten by others, that he
was the American Walter Scott."

This is obviously irresponsible caricature whose aim is to
make a high virtue of Scott's pleasant but morally irrelevant
conduct, by showing its grotesque opposite. But it is also so
obviously the caricature of a man who thought Scott's quiet
manner the wrong one that we suspect Hazlitt (who did not
know Cooper's opinion of Scott) may have had some of the
truth of malice in his wicked description.

In America Cooper had begun a book about Leather-
Stocking's last days in the West. It had been interrupted
by the preparations for his trip, and was perhaps further
delayed by the excitement of his early months in strange
lands. Cooper finished The Prairie in Paris and it was pub-
lished in England in April 1827.*

Natty Bumppo in 1805, the time of The Prairie, is a very
old man living alone on the Great Plains, surrounded by
fierce mounted Indian tribes. His long absence from civiliza-
tion has refined his speech: as Louise Pound has pointed out,
he is here less given to dialect than in any of the other
Leather-Stocking tales, and at times talks pure Ossian in his
moralizing about Nature. In fact Natty has become almost
a formal philosopher of the "natural" life and of the true
equality of all men. He can tolerate the thieving of the
Sioux, and the Pawnee chief's bright scarlet leggings fringed

*From this time on, practically all of Cooper's novels and
many of his other works were published first in England, to as-
sure his British rights, and came out in America after an interval
ranging from a few months to a few days. Dates of publication
used hereafter will refer to the English edition unless otherwise
noted.